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To the Right Honourable 


Hir Samuel Garrard, Bar. 
LORD. MAY OR, 


And the Right Worſhipful 
The ALDE RM EN his Brethren, c. 


My Lord, 


Y your Lordſhip's Command this 
Sermon appears in Publick :. In which 
I have endeavour d, in as eaſy and plain a 
manner as I could, to give a ſhort View of 
our Bleſſed Saviour Life and Doctrine, 
the Imitation of whoſe Example was ne- 
Lier more wanting, than in this degenerate 

e. 

Tho, my Lord, the greateſt Honour we 
can do our Religion is Zealouſly to Pro- 
mote its Intereſt ; we ſhould be careful 
however, le& Heat and Detraction attend 
the Management of our Zeal : For if we 
give way to theſe, no wonder we become 

Strangers, in time, to Prudence, Simplici- 
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ty, 
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The Dedication. 7 


ty, and Godly Sincerity, nay even Chri- 


ſtianity it ſelf. 

If, Fs. all Degrees and Orders 
of Men among t uh, from the Higheſt to 
the Loweſt, would but once reſolve to go 
bw the Example of our Lord and Maſter, 
how readily ſhould we fall into the Practice 
of thoſe Duties of Love and Charity, re- 

» commended in this Diſcourſe before Mur 
Lordſhip, and the Honourable Body of 
this City. 

That we may in our ſeveral Stations and 
Profeſſions, have our Converſation as he- 


comes thè Goſpel of Chrit, and adorn the 


Doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, 
ts the conſtant Prayer of, | 


My Lord, 


Your Lord/hip's mo$t Faithful, 
and mo$ Humble Servant, 


Henry Lambe. 


COL. 


ä 


| 


COL. ij. v. 6. 


'S | As ye have receiv'd Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
0 ſo walk ye in him, 


V 

75 AN is the moſt unaccountable Being 
e | + in the World ; for tho? he underſtands 
oY his proper Good, and is always weary 
* of his preſent State; tho' he is impatient of 


greater Felicity than he enjoys, yet he carefully 
of declines the wears of his Happineſs. The Plea- 
ſures of Senſe prevail over his Reaſon, poſſeſs 

his Mind, ſubdue the Principles of Vertue, and 
put out thoſe Rays of Light, which would di- 
teg, and lead him through all the, Pifficulties 
be | of this preſent Life, to a more perfe& State 
Ss, | Pereafter. 

| 'Tis true, indeed, to throw off our firſt Im- 
preſſions, to mortify our moſt pleaſing Habits, 
which we have long indulg'd, and to act, for 
the future, upon other Principles, and fof Ends 
FN quite contrary to thoſe we have hitherto purſu- 
"> | ed, is an Undertaking of the greateſt difficulty 
1 in the World. Such a Regeneration in Body, 
Soul, and Spirit, as the Goſpel of our Lord re- 
2 can never be effected but by the moſt 

eady Reſolution, and the moſt vigorous oppo- 
ſition againſt our ſelves, gainſt hat Lam in our Ron. 7. 
Members which wars againſt the Law of our Mind, 
and heeps us in ſubjection to the Law of Sin. 


And, 


wh 


r 


Our Bleſſed Saviour a Example, LR. 


And, therefore, there are but very few who 
have Courage and Conſtancy ſufficient to endure 
the Conteſt, till they have obtained the Victory, 
and are become intirely ſubject, and conform d 
to the Vill of God. 

Even the Diſciples of our Lord themſelves 
(tho? they believ'd his Power, and were Eye- 
witneſſes of all the mighty works, that ſhewed 


Mat. 2 IS. 
„forth themſelves in him) tho? they believ'd his 


Mat. 16 


2 


3. 


22. 


Mat. 7. 
21. 


2 
Mat. 17. 


Promiſes, and were encourag'd by the Expecta- 
tion of Eternal Glory; yet when He laid be- 
fore them his I»ſtitution of Life, and the Con- 
ſequences of it, or what they were to do, and 


ſaffer, this was the greateſt Surprize to them 


imaginable ; for they expe&ed He ſhould be 


King of a Temporal Kingdom; that they ' 


ſhould haye Places of Truſt, and Authority 
under Him, and were, therefore, very unwilling 
to hear either of his Sufferings, or their own, 


Luke 9. Or of denying themſelves, or taking up the Croſs, 


and following hin. 
But nothing is more poſitively aſſerted, or 
more frequenily repeated, as well by our Saviour 


himſelf, as by his Apoſtles, than the indiſpen- 
fable neceſſity of ſuch an intire ſubmiſſion of 


all his Diſciples to his Conduct; for not every 
one, that proſeſſeth himſelf to be a Chriſtian, or 


ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the | 


Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth the Will 
of my Father which is in Heaven ; or, as in the 


Text, As ye have receivd Chriſt Feſus the Lor; 
7. e. as ye have receiv'd Commands from our 


Bleſſed Saviour for the Regulation of your 
e Lives, 


2 


the Chriſtian's Guide. 


Lives and Actions, ſo ye take care to walk in 
him, or act according to thoſe Precepts he has 
„ laid before you. 

0 Which Words are a juſt and lively character 
of a Chriſtian; that he ſhould imitate our Bleſ- 


5 | /ed Saviours Life, and with his utmoſt Care, 
7 and Exacfneſe, obſerve his Laws, direct his 
Opinion, his Affection, Will, and Actions by that 
5 } moſt perfe# Inſtitution, which he has deliver'd in 
| his Goſpel, and exemplify'd in his Life. 
This, in General, explains the Text. And 
” that this Truth may appear more plain and evi- 
, dent, pleaſe to give me leave to conſider, 

A Firſt, How our Bleſſed Saviour walk'd, and 
F | how we, who have receiv'd Chriſt Jeſus the 
y Lord, may be ſaid to walk in him. 

8 Secondly, That to walk in him, or according 
27 to the Rules, and Commands preſcrib d us 
of in the Goſpel by our Saviour, is the only 


ſure Teſt of a true Chriſtian. 

Thirdly, and Laſtly, perſwade, and excite 
you, by ſeveral Encouragements, to the 
Practice of this Duty. 

I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, 


Firſt, How our Bleſſed Saviour walk*d, and 
how we, who have receiv'd Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
may be ſaid to walk in Him. 

And that we may the better underſtand our 
Duty here, 1 ſhall mention ſome of the more 


conſpicuous Qualities, and AFions of our m_ 
e 


III. 


4 ; Our Bleſſed Saviour 5 Example, 


ſed Saviour, as they are recorded in the Holy % 
Scripture, and then conſider how far, and in I. 
what manner we are oblig'd to imitate, or walk f 


_ 


in him, And, tl 
m 
I. Firſt of all let us conſider, in general, his E 
conſtant, chearful, and intire Obedience to his 
gy 3- Father's Wi; for He fulfilPd all Righteouſneſs. 
Jo. 4. 34. And it is my Meat to do the Will of him that ſent \ t 
aue, and to finiſh bis Work ; Nor could any thing ti 
in the World divert him; not all the Tempta- # 
tions that could be laid before him. Eis Piety, . 
and Devotion towards God, and his Zeal for 2 
his Honour, and Clory, were beyond Example. 
He frequented the Synagogue Ever day, and ; / 
ſought opportunities of long Retirement; and | | 
_ + when He had ſent the Multitudes away, He went 
up into a Mountain to pray, aud ſtaid till Night. || 
He was moved with Indignation to ſee the Houſe } 1 
3 . of God profan'd, and whip'd the Buyers and 
"Sellers out of the Temple, And with the ſame 
Reſolution, and Courage, He ſet himſelf to op- 
poſe the Phariſaical Hypocriſte, and to root 
out that prevailing Superſtition, which had de- 
fac'd true Piety, and forc'd it (elf almoſt ani- 
ar. . #erſally in the place thereof. He came not to 
m2 ”* deſtroy the Law, but fulfil it, to raiſe and exalt | 
the Moral part of it to the Higheſt Pitch, and 
to deliver it from thoſe falſe Glofſes of the Pha- 
riſees, thoſe corrupt, and evil Practices, which 
Mat.23. J be) had ſupcrinducd upon it. How ſharply * 
27. does He rebuke them? te whited Sepulchres, 


Jpe- 


— 
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oly | ſpecioue without, but full of Rottenneſs within: 
in Ie Wolves in Sheeps Cloatbing, who, by long 3 Te 
all | tion fair Pretences, and a Supererogation in 


r 


the leſſer Duties of the Law, cheat your Ad-, , 20. 
mirers, and devour their Houſer. And all this 45. 
his He did. 
his 
er. Secondly, in the moſt cruel times, and under II. 
ent the hazard of the ſevereſt Perſecution; when 1, 5. 
ing the People were Zealous for the Traditions of}. 
ta- the Elders ; when their Guides were blinded, and ,,. ,. 
ty, | their Hearts harden'd ; when the Phariſees had 16. 
for all the Power, and were held in admiration ; 


4 


Mle. | when He had to deal with a Generation of Vi- gay 


F 


nd © pers, the Peſt, and Poyſon of the Age, who” 
nd breath'd out nothing but Death againſt all who t _ 
i a . e 
ent oppos'd them ; a People that lay in wait to in- 15. 
ht. | ſnare him in his Diſcourſe, who, upon all occa- a8. 59. 
uſe ſions, were ready to ſtone him. 1 
2 
me 


Vet, notwithſtanding all theſe Diſadvanta- 
op- ges, He rebuk'd, and expos'd them with all the 
dot Zeal imaginable, and with ſuch a Warmth as 
de- He never thew'd upon any other occaſions; for 


ni- in his Temper He was week, and lowly ; and in "_ Fs 
to all things that concern'd himſelf, He ſhew'd the 

alt greateſt Eaſineſs, and the moſt profound Humi- 

nd lity : He willingly laid aſide his eternal Glories, Reb. 2. 


took our Nature upon him, and appear'd in the 6. 
Form of a Servant. He was contented in a low Pa bz? 
ply Condition, and liv'd without any ſettl'd Habi- Luk. 9. 
es, tation; the Foxes have Holes, and tho Birds of 58. 
pe- B 2 the 


FO Gee # 


6 Our Bleſſed Saviour s Example, 


the Air have Neſts, but the Son of Man hath ot 
where to lay his Head. 


—_— 


He receiv'd the meaneſt People as his Follow- 
ers, and did not diſdain, upon occaſion, to 
* converſe with Publicans and Sinners He came 
Mat. 20 not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter (as He 
28. fays of himſelf) and to be the Servant of all. 
And, indeed, ſo He was in the moſt ſervile In- 
o. 12.5. ſtances, for He waſh'd the Diſciples Feet, and 
Ir 8 z. heard the Leproſy by touching the Part He 
was never tranſported under all the Provo- 
cations He daily met with; He endur'd a con- 
tinu'd ſeries of Reproach, without any Diſcome þ 


1 Pet, 
23. 


him, and his Followers moſt barbaroully, and 
inhumanly denying them a Lodging, or any 

place where to lay their Head, hzs Dilciples ſtu- 

died nothing but Revenge, and had tound out 

an excellent Expedient to accompliſh the ſame 3 
a Maſter, wilt thou command Fire to come down 
55 from Heaven, and conſume them, even as Elias 
did? But our Saviour rebuk'd them, ye know 

not what manner of Spirit ye are of, for the Son 

of Man is not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but | 

to ſave them; intimating that Chriſtianity ob- 

liges us to another Spirit than that of Elia, no 

Fire in our Breaſt but the Flames of Charity; 
neither are we to deſire any Fire from above 

to conſume our Enemies, but to beg of * 

| that 


poſure, or undue Reſentment ; who, when le 
2: was revil'd, reviPd not again, when be ſuffer d, 
he threatned not. When the Samaritanes w'd |}. 


* — 
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that that spirit, which once deſcended on the 
Apoſtles, may take poſſeſſion of the Hearts of 


ſuch, as hate us without a Cauſe; to mollify, 
and melt their Soul into diſpoſetions of Sweetneſs, 
 Gentleneſs, and Charity, All Wrath, Paſſion, 
Fury, and Revenge (though even upon the ac- 
count of Religion) are utterly excluded by the 


Covenant of the Goſpel, And the New Teſta- 


ment abounds with Expreſſions of loving, not 


' curſing our Enemies ; of doing Good to them that Mat. ;. 
| hate us, and Praying for them, that deſpitefully 44 

: uſe us; and the Reaſon our Saviour gives in 

the Verſe following, — that ye may be the Chil- 45. 

| dren of your Father, which ir in Heaven, And 

if thine Enemy hunger, feed him, ſays St. Paul, Rom. 12. 
and if he thirſt, give him Drink ; for in ſo doing 10. 

| thou ſhalt heap Coals of Fire upon his Head. This 


is the moſt likely way to melt his obdurate 
Heart into a willing complyance. Thus our 
Saviour ſubdued the Hearts of Men by Love, 

and conquer'd the whole World by Gertleneſs 

and Humility, When He met with Contempt 

and ill Uſage, His Charity and Love to all 
Mankind was beyond Example; for He went Ads 10. 
about doing Good to all that needed him. And *: 


then, 


Thirdly, in his more familiar and ordinary III. 
Converſation He was extreamly obliging, cour- 


4 teons, and candid. He was always ready to 
put the beſt CorſtruFion upon the Actions of 


Men, that they could bear. The devotion 2 
: =» 


8 Our Bleſſed Saviour s Example, 


the Woman, who pour'd the Box of Ointment 
upon his Head, was miſconſtru'd as a vain Ex- 


travagance, becauſe the Price of it might have | 


been given to the Poor; but our Saviour accepted 

_ 1+ her Love, and ſaid, Why trouble ye the Woman, 
ye have always with you, but me ye have not al- 
ways, And when his Diſeiples ſlept, (tho? He 

* 14 rebuk*d them gently for their Fault, what could 
ye not watch with me one Hour ?) He imputes it 
to Infirmity, and ſays, the Spirit truly is willing, 
but the Fleſh is weak. Nay, He makes the beſt 


M 
37 


To 38. 


Excuſe for the Jews themſelves, who put him 
Luk, 23. to Death, that the Cauſe would bear, Father, 


34 forgive them, for they know not what they do. 


And finally, towards all that were in any 
Diſtreſs, He was moſt compaſſionate, and tender. 
When the Multitude had follow*d him ſo long, 
He could not bear they ſhould go away faſting, 


Jo. 


„ And hearing that Lazarus was dead, he wept. 


And when he came to Jeruſalem it ſelf, tho? 
his higheſt [zdignities, and moſt cruel Sufferings, 
were ſhortly to proceed from thence, and He 
knew it, yet He lamented molt paſſionately over 
Mat. 23. it, O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often would I 
T* have gather'd you, as a Hen gathereth her Chickens 

under her Wings, and ye would not. 


And if we conſider him as a Subject, He was ; 


the moſt peaceable, and inoffenſive; He ſub- 
— mitted 


ſhe hath wrought a good Work upon me ; the Poor 


Mar.8.2.and therefore wrought a Miracle to feed them. 


n nnn Ma — el "ny 
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mitted quietly under the Roman Government ; 
and ſuffer d under it, tho? He could have com- Mat. 26. 


manded Legions of Angels to his Reſcue. 53. 


And as he liv'd fo he dyed a moſt perfect Pat- 


tern of Patience, and Reſignai ion to the Will of 


God. And ſince it behov'd him to ſuffer for 
us miſerable Sinners, that he might finiſh his Jo.17. 4. 
Work, he went through all the parts of it, with 
the moſt perfect Patience, and unſbalen Conſtancy. 
He was immov'd at the Treachery of Judas, the 
Fury of the People, the Inſolence of the Council, 


at the rudeneſs of thoſe who ſtruck him, who Mat. 34s 
ſpit upon him, ſcourg'd him, and expos'd him 


Mar. 15. 


to Deriſſon; who firſt made ſport with him, 


and then crucity'd him between two Malefackors. 


But he went as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as 
a Sheep before the Shearers is dumb, ſo he open'd Iſa. 53. 


not his Mouth : He ſubmitted himſelf to him, :; et. 2. 
that judgeth righteouſly, forgave and pray'd for 


23. 


his Enemies. 


And thus He gloriß'd his Father, and finiſhed 
the Work, which he gave him to do, who lived 
as no Man ever lived, who dwelt amoneſt us, 
and we beheld his Glory, (his Graces, and Ver- 
tues) the Glory as of the only begotten of the Jo. 1.14. 
Father, full of Grace, aud Truth. This was the 


Jo.17. 3. 


Lemper of his Mind, and the courſe of his 


Life. And as he was, ſo ought we to be in this 
World. And if we have truly receiv'd Chriſt 


Jeſus the Lord, this is the way in which we are 
10 


— 
——— — — —U—A—u—— ¹ . — — — 


r 


lo Our Bleſſed Saviour's Exam ple, 
to walk; and this is preſs'd, and urg'd upon us 


as well by our Saviour himſelf, as by the Apo- 
ſtles in the Holy Scriptures. 


©. TR OE ETC CC CI—_Yy 


— 


Did our Bleſſed Saviour give us an Example, 
Jo. 10 and go before us in all the Inſtances of Holy 
Cp. 12. Living and Dying? We alfo are requir'd to be 
28. Followers of him, and to take care that the ſame 
hi. 2. 5. Mind be in as as was in him. Was he intircly 
reſign'd to his Father's Will? We alſo are ob- 
lig d, by the expreſs command of our Saviour, 
Mar. 8. to deny onr ſelves, and take up the Croſs, and 
. follow him. Was He meek, and lowly in Mind? 
29 Ae requires that we learn of him to be the ſame. 
Was He candid, and complaiſant, ſtudying to 
pleaſe all Men, and to give no juſt Offence to any? 
Evenſo, let every one of ws, ſays St. Paul, pleaſe 
his Neighbour, for even Chriſt pleas d not himfelf. 
Rom. 15. Did He teſtify his Love to Mankind in the high- 
3. eſt Inſtancesthat could be ? ſo, ſays our Saviour, 
as I have loved you, ought ye alſo to love one ano- 
Ya iz ther. Did He endure the contradicbion of Sin- 
34 mers? Did He ſuffer patiently whatſoever hap- 
Heb. 12. pen'd to him, even Death it ſelf ? The ſame 
is requir'd of us; for hereunto are ye call'd, 
ſays St. Peter, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuſfer d, leaving 
* . % an Example, that we ſhould tread in his 
Heb. 12. Steps. 
To 


If then, we have receivd Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
we mult imitate and follow him 1n all thoſe ex- | 


cellent 


1: 


EO Lone woe ͤũ—ü—un ̃ ts es oo » = av. me A. 
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cellent Graces and Vertuet, which he ſhew'd 
in His Life, and at His Death. But all this 
is limited to our Abzlitzes and Powers, and 
does not oblige us to the fame exact and per- 


fe# Obedience which our Saviour r N. 27 


But thus much undoubtedly is requir'd ; that 
by our walking in hier, we not only endeavour 
to underſtand, and be well acquainted with the 
ways of our Blefled Saviour, in which he 
walk'd, and to weigh and conſider them, till 
we apprehend the Advantage and Excellency 
of them ; but that we proceed from thence 
to love and h them, and keep up as cloſe 
to them as we can, till we become oze with 
Chriſt,or of the ſame Jeper, ill, and Spirit 


with him. For if there be firſt 1 willing mind, 


it ſhall be accepted according to what a man: Cor. 8. 


But if ve fit under an opinion of our weak- 


hath, and not according to what he hath not. 


neſs, and fancy a Lyon in the way, we can- Prov. 22. 
not be ſaid in any ſenſe, 10 receive Chriſt or ** 


walk in bim. 


And this may be ſufficient for the firſt Par- 
ticular, how our Bleſſed Saviour walſ'd, and 


how we, who have receiv'd Chriſt Jeſus the 


Lord, may be ſaid to walk in him. 


I ſhall in the next place,endeavour Secondly, 
to ſhew, that to walk in him, or in our Bleſ- 


ſed Saviour's ways, is the only certain Teſt 
of a true Chriſtian. 


C At 


II. 


12 Our Bleſjed Saviour 5 Example, 


At our Baptiſm, upon our promiſe that we 
5 would obediently keep God's Holy Will and || ti 
Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the 
0 days of our Life, we were admitted into the 
: Society of the faithful, and made the Mem- 
q bers of Chriſt, the Head of that Society. 


— — 


— — 


2 


But this Relation may be continu'd, or loſt, 
as we perform, or neglect the Conditions upon 
which it is founded ; for ſo ſays the Apoſtle 
in the Text, As ye have received Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in him. 


oo =, «> A, my we — 


But if we are averſe to his Ways, and de- 
cline his Paths, we loſe our Relation to him, 
we are no longer Members of his Body, but 
are as à Branch cut off from the Vine, which dies 

Jon 15: and withers away, as our Saviour himſelf illu- ) 
. ſtrates it. Hence St. Paul denounces peremp- I 
Rom. 8. torily, that if any man have not the ſpirit of 
9 Chriſt, he is none of his; and he that heepeth || | 
1 his Commandments, (and he only) dwelleth || 
244 in him, and he in him. | 

| 


There is nothing more agrecable to the 
| Scheme, and Tenour of the Goſpel, or to the 
| | method of our Salvation through Chriſt, no- 
; thing more poſitively, or more frequently at- 
firm'd in the New Teſtament, than, that to 
be govern'd by the Laws of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, and to be of one Spirit with him, is 
the indiſpenſable Condition of our walking in 
him, This 


to the Manſions of Bliſs, and Perfection. 


— 


. 
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This, then, is the only Teſt, that we con- 
tinue our Relation to our Lord. 


But what are we, that God ſhould have 
ſach regard to us? That he ſhould vouchſafe 
to Teach, and Inſtruct, us by his Son, God 
manifeſt in the Fleſh > How perfect is the 1 Tim.3. 
Pattern, that is ſet us by Infinite Wiſdom ?“. 
How ſafe is his Conduct? How certain, and 
ready the Help, and Aſſiſtance of Infinite 
Goodneſs ? He will not leave his Followers by 
the way, but guide us through all the diſfi- 
culties of our preſent courſe, 'till he brings us 


To walk in him is the only Courſe we can 
take to be Eaſy, and Happy, even in our pre- 
ſent State. Our own Self will is a raſh, and 
ignorant Guide, that betrays its followers, and 
leads them into all manner of Evil, and Di- 
ſtreſs ; but in all thy ways acknowledge him, d. 3-6. 
and he ſhall direct thy paths; and he that walks g. 85 
uprightly, walks ſafely. We ſhall never, there- 
fore, be ſure we are in the right, *till we re- 
ſign our (elves intirely to the conduct of our 
Lord, who is the way, the Truth, and the Life, Jol 0 
till we reſolve to be govern'd by him. a 


And this leads me in the 
Third place, to perſuade, and excite you, Ir 


by ſeveral Encouragements, to the Practice 
of the Duty. ws If 


14 Our Bleſſed Saviour g Example, 


It then, to ro2rve Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
and to walk in him, be the moſt certain Tef# 
of a true Chriſtian, or the only courſe we can 
take to continue Members of his body, and 
obtain the Advantages of that eternal Ke- 
demption, which he hath purchas'd for us by 
his Blood, it behoves us certainly, above all 
things in the world, to compare the temper 
of our mind, and the courſe of our Conver- 
ſation, with the ways in which he walk, 
the Rules of the Goſpel ; and to examine im- 

1 Pet. 2. partially, whether we do tread in hic ſteps. It 
— 3 * is to no purpoſe that we call him Lord, unleſs 
21. Our Conſciences acquit us, upon a fair exa- 
mination, that we walk in him, and intend, 
by his Grace, to come nearer to his Pattern 
Tit. 2. Every day; that we deny ungo1!: roſs and world- 
12. ly luſts, and live ſoberly, righteos,';. au godly 
ver. 14. in this preſent world, that we look for n com- 
ing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave bim- 
ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify to himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. Which words import 
the highef# degrees of Purity, and Perfedlion, 
that we can attain to, and imply, that we not 
only do our duty in ſome meaſure, but that 
it ſhould be our conſtant latisfaction, and de- 
Kom.12. light ; that we ſerve the Lord with all Alacri- 
2 Cor. p. ty, with Fervency of Spirit; that we bring forth 
much fruit, and abound in every good work, 


eſpecially in works of Charity and Mercy ; tor 


8. 
Joh. 15. 
8 


Cal. . thus, in this limited ſenſe, good works are of- 


10. 


1 


ten 
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ten to be underſtood as in that of St. Paul 
to Timothy. Charge them that are rich in this 1 Tim. s. 


World, that they do good, and that they be rich 17. 


in good works, 


And this my beloved Brethren, ſhould be 
our care, more eſpecially om, after the Re- 
ceprion of the Benefits of our Saviour's Paſſion. 
There is a Propriety in this Offering, it is a na- 
tural return; beloved, ſays St. John, if God ſo Joh. 4. 
loved us, we ought alſo to love one another. And“ 
St. Peter, for as much as Chriſt hath ſuffered for 1 Pet. 4. 
us in the Fleſh, therefore, above all things, have l, 5: 


fervent Charity among your ſelves. This is the 


ſureſt Teſtimony of a purity'd Mind, or that 
the Giſt of our Lord hath had its den up- 
on us ; for wherever it zs receiv'd in the love 
of it, it will enoble the Soul, and cleanſe it 
trom all ſelfiſh Droſs ; it will inſpire us with 
Generoſity, and inlarge our narrow Spirits with 
aiffuſive, univerſal Love to all Mankind; it 
will raife our thoughts, and give us a praſ- 
pect of a better inheritance, and, thereby, make 
it eaſy to part with ſome of our worldly Sb. 


ſtance, for good Uſes ; we ſhall be aſham'd 


to love the World (ſo contemptible an Ob- 

jet) any farther, than as it enables us to do 
good to others. Pure Religion, and undefiled Jan, 1. 
before God, and the Father, is, to viſit the Fa- 27. 
therleſs aud N idom in their Afliction. Hence 


Charity is reprefented as the chief of Graces, 


and as a Teſt, that we are endowed with all 
the 


* 
es 
— 
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1Cot. 13. 


13. 
Rom. 13. 


10. 
: Col. 3. 


14. 


1. 


+: Tim.5. 
17, 18, 
19. 


the reſt; for Love ic the fulfilling of the Law. 
And above all things put on Charity, which is 
the bond of perfeFreſs, To perform which 
Duty, if we are ready, and willing, accord- 


ing to our Circumſtances, and Condition, in 
the World, we ſhall, 


Firi?, Have ſuch an eſteem, love, and good 
Will amongſt Men, as will make them ready 
to aſſiſt, relieve, and comfort us, when in 
Extremity, We ſhall not only be ſafe in the 
Providence of God, (if it be fit and conveni- 
ent for us) but alſo in the good Will of Men. 
Nature will relent to ſce a Charitable Man in 
Peril; He has deſerv d well, and every one 
that knows him, will look upon himſelf as 
his Debtor. And there is not a better reſerve 
in the World, than a ſtock of good Will, in 
the Minds, and Hearts of Men ; and a chear- 
ful ready Goodneſs certainly procures it. The 
Condition of human Affairs is ſo uncertain, 
that it is the greateſt Wiſdom in the World, 
to provide againſt the Mzsfortunes that may, 
fome time or other, attend us. But no ſecu- 
rity, we can ſtudy, is like hat, of a Liberal 
Diſtribution. Charge them, ſays St. Paul, that 
are rich in this world, that they truſt not in 
uncertain riches, but that they do Good, that 
they be ready to diſtribute, willing to commu- 
micate, laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good 
foundation againſt the time to come, that they 
#143 lay hold on eternal Life, Charity is cer- 

. tainly 


. * 


— 
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rajnly the beſt Policy. There is that ſeattereth 
ſays Solomon, and yet encreaſeth, and there is prov., 
that holdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth 24. 


to Poverty. he liberal ſoul fhall be made fat, 
and he that watereth, ſhall be water d alſo him- ver. 25. 


ſelf. Caſt thy bread upon the waters, for thou 8 


ſhalt find it after many days gide a portion to 2 
ſeven, and alſo to eight, for thou knoweſt not ver. 3. 
what evil ſhall be upon the Earth. 


On the other hand, great Fudements ſhall 
happen to the Oppreſſor, and Unmerciful Man. 
He that is ſo Inhuman, who walks contrary 
to Nature, can expect no other, than that 
Men ſhould be glad to ſee him puniſh'd. This 
is the portion of a wicked Man, this is the 
heritage of Oppreſſors : his Children are multi- 
ply'a for the Sword; bis Widow ſhall not weep job. 27. 
when he dyes, the juſt ſhall put on his Ray- 13. 9, 
ment, and the innocent divide his Silver. And“ An. 
when all theſe Calamities come upon him, men 


fhall clap their hands at him, and ſhall hiſs 
him out of his place. 


Secondly, The Charitable Man ſhall be re- 2. 
warded with all Temporal Bleſſings. If there 
be among you a poor man of thy Brethren, thou 
fhalt not harden thine heart, nor ſhut thine 
band from thy poor Brother, thou ſhalt ſurely 


Deut 1 
7. 


Lide him, and thine heart ſhall not be grieved, 


when thou giveſt him, becauſe that for this thing, 
the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy 


works, 


| 
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works, and in all that thou putteſt thine hand 


Pſal. 41. unto. Bleſſed is he, ſaith the P/almiſt, that 
1 conſidereth the Poor, the Lord ſhall deliver him || ( 
in the time of trouble; the Lord will preſerve || ; 
Ila. 32.8. Him, and keep him alive. The liberal man de- f 
viſeth liberal things, and by liberal things ſhall ] 
prov. 28. he ſtand ; and again, he that giveth unto the || ; 
27- poor ſhall not lack : fo true is that of St. Paul, || | 
it.3-® Jet thoſe who believe in Jod, be careful to main- 
tain good works : for theſe things are good and 
profitable unto men. 7 


Thus we ſee that Health, ſoundneſs of | 

Mind, and Body, an habitual eaſe, and ſa- | x 
tisfaction, ſafety, ſecurity, and continuance I 

of Lite, are the effect of univerſal Righteouſ- f 

zreſs and Charity. But to ſet our heart upon le 
gathering abundance of Rzches, to terminate || y 

in them, and neglect all other Capacities, | 4 

and Duties, is a diſtemper d Affection, a courſe Ir. 

of proceeding contrary to the Law of our It! 
Nature, and muſt, conſequently, bring upon lo 

us the utmoſt »meaſymeſs : our whole frame is 

out of order; ſome Appetites are loaded even 

with more than they are able to bear, whilſt 
others, and thoſe the more noble, and worthy, 

are neglected ; and from thence ariſes a con- 

tinual convulſion. Thus a covetows man it not 

Teclus. ſatisfy d with his portion, and the iniquity of fp 
„the wicked dryeth up his Soul. But from a 
cap. 31- juſt 7ndifference to the world, regarding it 
ver. 1. only in its proper place, and deſiring it, only 
tO 
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ſhall be as white as 
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to do good, from an habitual courſe of uni- 

verſal Righteouſneſs, or in being rich towards Luk. 12, 
God, will ariſe the greateſt Joy and Satiefa- ** 
F;on that we can conceive. This is the pro- 

per Life of a Man, the only Principle of ſolid 

Joy, and Satisfaction. Hence Viſdow's Paths 

are Pleaſantneſs, ſays Solomon, and all her pin z. 
Ways are Peace. That's the Second. 


17. 


Thirdly, The Charitable Man ſecures Eter- 3. 
nal Glory in the World to come. 


Seek Judgement, faith the Prophet, relieve 
the oppreſſed, jndge the fatherleſs, plead for the 
widow ; though your Sins be as ſcarler, they 12.1.8. 
ſnow. Bleſſed are the mer- 
ciful, for they ſhall obtain mercy, ſays our Sa- 
viour; Aud above all things, faith St. Peter, Mat. g. 
Pave fervent Charity among your ſelves, for C ba- Tre - 
rity ſhall cover a multitude of Sins. AS Ons. 
the other hand, Onmercyfulnveſs aggravates 
our Sins ; he ſhall have judgment without ter- Jam. 2. 
cy, that ſheweth no mercy, and mercy rejoyceth 13. 
againſt judgment. Theſe ſhall co away into ever- 
laſting judgment, ſays our Saviour, but the Nat. 25. 
righteows into life eternal. Make to your ſelves 
rrends of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, that * i. 


when ye fail, they may receive you into everlaſt- 


y of Pre habitations, Sell that ye have, and give Cap. 12. 
n al 


3 it 
only 
to 


J 
Y/ 


lms, provide your ſelves bags, which wax not 33. 
Id, a treaſure in the Heavens, which faileth 
ot. Theſe are the only Treaſures, that are 


worthy 
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worthy our Sollicitude; and therefore 'tis 
our J iſdom to make our Farthly Riches ſub- 
ſervient to theſe, or to employ them for his 
Honour, and Service, whoſe they are, and 
who has only intruſted us with the diſtribu- 
tion of them, according to his direction. 


And how many Shining Examples have we 
had to excite and encourage to this great 
Duty of Charity, and fellow-feeling of the 
Miſery, and hard Condition of our Poor 
Brethren £ But in no place more eminent 
than that of our om City. 


A True Report, &c. 


And does not this Report demonſtrate the 
Care of the Governours of the feveral Hoſ- 
pitals ? Do we not, therefore, reſolve to 
contribute towards the ſupport of ſo good 4 
Work ? We cannot imagine that ſuch valt 
numbers of Sick, Lame and Wounded, fo 
many miſerable Objects of Lunacy, ſuch 
Swarms of Vagrants ; I ſay, 'tis not to be 
imagin'd, that ſuch Numbers of all ſorts 
{ould be Maintain'd, and Provided for, out 
of the Hſtate of each Hoſpital, or the preſent 
Income of cach 1Vort-houſe. To extend you 
Charity, therefore, for the encouragement ol 
all their ſeveral Governours and Undertakers\y - 


ſn:ws an extraordinary Zeal for the Honour 
0 
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2 
of God, and the Welfare of Our City. But 
above all, 

Secondly, Give me leave to put you in 2. 


mind, that in all your Charities, you have an 
eſpecial regard to the Education of theſe 
Poor Children, belonging to the ſeveral 
Hoſpitals and Work- Honſes, now before us, 
as being the moſt i-vitivg Objects of your 
Charity. Conſider the degeneracy of the Age 
we live in; how Deiſzr, Atheiſm, Irrelizion, 
Immorality, Prophazeneſs, and Debauchery, 
abound. What a kindneſs is it they to be 
ready, and chearful in Contributing towards 
bringing them up in the Principles of Chriſti- 
nity, in an early ſenſe of God, and Religion / 
Can ye be otherwiſe than extreamly de- 
lighted, and affected to hear, (as occaſion 
offers) how exact they are in giving an ac- 


count of their Chriſtian Faith ? Children 


without the greateſt care, and circumſpecti- 
on, at firſt, (thoſe eſpeciaily, whoſe Friends 
are ſo Poor, that they cannot contribute to- 
wards their Learning, and Knowledge) are 
more raſh and wanton, giddy, and obſtre- 
perous, fickle and inconſtant, as much with- 
out Fear, as they are without it. If ſome 
Good, and Pious Means were not fourd 
out to Inſtru& them carefully, and ſtriäly, in 
the Principles of Relicion, as well 2s in 


| © Arts, and Sciences, the ſeeds of Reaſer would 
Decay, and Dye; or. for want of Culture, 


D 2 would 
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would deg-»erate, and run into noxious 
Weeo's, into Stubbornneſs and Sloth, Cunt 
„ „Aud Heceit, and finally into every evil 
£:ality. Youth 1s the time of Diſcipline ; 
Evil Habits, it any ſuch appear, are weak, 
and more eaſily check'd, and rooted out. 
Their Diſþoſzcions are rarely Obſtinate, and 
Perverſe, at firſt, but apr, and capable of 
being led, and turn'd corrected, and diſ- 
pos'd by Uſe and Diſcip!ive. And thus their 
Minds are juſtly affected with their Duty to- 
wards God, and their Neighbour ; they are 
afraid of a Lye, of an Oath, of Stubborn- 
neſs, Irreverence, and Profanatiun, and be- 
come, in time, Proficients in Arts and Sei- 
ences, and are a Defence to our Kingdom, 
and an Ornament to our City. 


So that, from hence, it is plain, that your 
Aiſtance, to carry on fo good a Work as 
this, proves it ſelf to be the higheſt Act of 
Charity, and the moi: extraordinary Senſe 
of God, and Religion, What ever you part 
with to promote ſo good a Work, as this, & 
lending to the Lord, a laying up a Ireaſure 


in Heaven. 


To Conclude, The Teſt, and Token of 
truc Religion, is our Life, and Converſation, 
the diſpoſition of ous Souls as conformable | 
to the Laws of God. He that loveth God + 


will love his Brother alſo. Whoſo hath this 
worlds 


— 


worlds good, and ſeeth his Brother have need, 
and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from 1 Jh3+ 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him e _ 
How falſely do we imagine, how fooliſhly 

do we flatter our ſelves, how impoſſible is 

it, that the Love of God ſhould exiſt in a 
Subject void of Charity? If ye love me keep Joh. 14. 


my commandments ; faith without works 115. 


dead. External Religion, we ſhall find but lc 


of little uſe. The way to ſecure our Eternal 
Intereſt, is to meaſure our Religion towards 
God, by the Rules which all Mankind agree 
in, by Imitation, and Obedience; As ye have 
received Chriſt , Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in 
him. This is what we are to proſecute, if 
we have any true ſenſe of Religion, as being 
the only way of enjoying thoſe Excellencies 
we pretend to admire. A Life of Charity, 
and Mercy, gives us a likeneſs to God, and 
it will be return d. I know that thou wilt 
bring me to the grave, ſays holy Job, to the Job 
place appointed for all living. Howbeit, he** 
will not ſtretch out his hand in the grave. And 
this was his comfort, did I not weep for him 
that was in trouble, was not my Soul griev'd 


Os 


#4 


for the Poor. And again, when Jeſus came ( * 


down, and abole at , his houſe, thoughs. 
his diſciples murmu+ ! b004/ he was 4 Sin- 
ner ; yet when he ftoat forth ard {aid unto the 
Lord, behoii, Lors, . bl, of w2y Goode 1 
give to the poor, an if i fat {ne any wron 
to any Man, 1 reſtore Ein four fol:1 ; Jin 
ar 


ver, 9. | od 
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aid, this day ie ſalvation come to this houſe, 
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foraſmuch an he alſo is the Son of Abraham. 


In a word. If we endeavour to live the 
life of God ; if we do as much Good as lyes 
in our power; if our Hearts are tender, and 
our Bowels compaſſionate, we have reaſon to 
hope that our Religion is true, that God will 
pardon our Frailtizs, commend our Steward- 
ſhip, and reward our Vertue. But if we are 
ſelf, and marrow ſpirited, it we only ſeek 
our own, if we give Poorly, and without 
Compaſſion, we have no Reward, no Intereſt 
in the favour of God, our hape is Flattery, 

Preſumption, and Deluſion. And, therefore, 


O Lord, who doſt teach ws that all our 


doings, without Charity, are nothing 
worth ʒ ſend thy Holy Ghoſt and pour 
into our hearts that moſt excellent gift 
of Charity, the very bond of peace and 
of all wertues, without the which, who- 
foever liveth, is counted dead before 
thee. Grant this for thine ouly Son 
Jeſus Chriſts ſake ; to whom with the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit be aſcrib'd, 
as is moſt due, all Honour, Glory, and 
Power, Loth now, and ever. Amen. 
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